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_ By JAY WALZ 
_ Special to The New York Times 


j|Jan. 15—The man chiefly re- 
Sponsible for bringing the Brit- 
jjish colony of Newfoundland 
j}into Canada 22 years ago is 
||being retired at 71. But Joseph 
R. Smallwood, the only Pre- 
Mier Canada’s 10th province 
has ever had, proved this week 
j|that he is not a retiring man. 
The Smallwood Liberals lost 
}ig@ close election to the Con- 
|| Servatives nearly three months 
ago. But not until Thursday did 
and Smallwood concede defeat 
t 


announce his- “intention” 


) resign—perhaps “next Mon- 


ay or Tuesday.” 

|; Mr. Smallwood, after six 

straight victories, challenged 
> election results with calls 

for a half-dozen recounts and 

with court procedures. His ul- 


timate defeat was 'a Supreme! 


}Court, ruling early this week 
that the burning of a box of 
ballots in the little outport of 
Sally Cove had not invalidated 
the eight-vote victory of a Con- 
servative candidate for a seat 
im the House of Assembly. An- 
‘jother court had already ruled 
that the destruction of 105 bal- 
lots was the innocent act of a 


jlocal election official who said] - 


that she always burned ballots 


after counting them to prevent] 


overcurious neighbors from 


‘checking on them. Mr. Small-|iy2 


wood vainly asked the high 


curt to void the district elec-j|| 


tion, since an official, recount’ 
was impossible, at 
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The Liberals held only 20 seats 
in the 42-seat Assembly, while 


minority, had 21. The Tories 
clinched victory when a Liberal} 
who defected to form the New’ 
Labrador party, won a seat and 
announced he would support 
the Conservatives. 

If Mr. Smallwood carries out} 
his “intention,” he will vacate} 
his office early next week. to} 
make way for the new Pre-| 
mier, Frank Moores, 38 years 
old, a former fish merchant 
who promises to “end one-man 
rule’ and make parliamentary 
government a reality for the 
500,000 Newfoundland  mari- 


» Even Mr. Moore’s well-wish- 
ers say this may be a reform’ 
too difficult. to achieve on short 
order. Mr. Smallwood has been 
Premier since 1949, and New- 
foundlanders have grown ac- 
customed to “going to Joey” 
about everything from a poor 
rad. catch to the need for a 


timers. } | 


road. “Joey would pick up the 
phone to help a luckless fhe 
man get”a job cutting wood,” 


}one admirer said this week, | 


‘Thus all the recounts ‘nd/ 
court 
jjnothing in the election results. 


Premier Joseph R. Smallwood conceding defeat Thursday © 


the Conservatives, heretofore a||}}’ 


llinvestors, were impoverishing 


iHthe outside capitalists. 


to make multimillion-dollar ar- 
angements in New York, Lon- 


|iper cent.” 


United Press International 


Yf/is known, also, that Mr.| 
Smallwood could’tse his phone 


don or Bonn for huge projects 
to develop the province’s water 
minerals, forests and 


‘Joey’s Deals’ Criticized 

Critics said that “Joey's 
ideals,” involving guarantees fo 
the province, while benefitting 


Through the years, Mr. Small- 
wood acquired a nationwide 
recognition of his ability to 


foundland. 


Ally.the@ progress notwith® 


lente g; Mr. Smallwood - say 


{ y er Bi CU a we: ae 
his province stands in an ever- 
present danger. “For 500 years) 
our people cultivated the At- 
antic Ocean,’’ he said in’ an 
interview. “There are no green 
ields to show for our work. 
We've made no dent on ‘the 
countryside.” 
|. “Joey’s province,” as New- 
foundland has often been 
called, is Canada’s most east- 
ern. region. It is mostly wil- 
derness, but it is blessed with 
ja 6,000-mile coastline with in- 
identations providing deep har- 
bors. St. John’s is closer to 
\London than it js to many 
points in western Canada. 
This geographical position, Mr. 
Smallwood argues, makes Néw- 
foundland a great intercon- 
itinental crossroads. But jet-air-| 
liners do not land at the prov- 
ince’s once important airports 
of Gander and Goose Bay. 
| “We are a land of many hun- 
dreds of little settlements ‘on 
the shoreline—as close as pos- 
sible to the fish,” he. said. 
“Now these fishermen are los- 
ling out to the big foreign 
ships off our coast—Russiang, 
Japanese, Germans, British; 
[Portuguese and’ Americans, all 
using the big modern facilities 
our people cannot afford.” 
Mr, Smallwood undertook a 
controversial resettlement pro- 
gram that has reduced the num- 
ber of these. tiny outports from). 
1,300 to 980. eS 


“badger Ottawa’ for federal 


funds for roads, bridges, docks 


and what-not and then to claim 
credit for his provincial govern- 
ment. 

“We've built 1,000 new 
schools,” Mr. Smallwood said 
in an interview. “We've increa$- 
ed the number of teachers from 
2,400 to 7,000. We built a unt 
versity for .10,000: students. We 
established the best fisheries 
college in the world outside 
Japan. We've built 5,000 miles 
of roads, We've built nearly 
2,000 miles of paving. When J 
became Premier, maybe 12 per 
cent to:l5 per cent of the homes 
had indoor toilets. D iow it's 7 
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That is why, Mr. Smallwood 
explained, he -has gone after 
ood-processing plants, pulp and 
‘ood processing plants, pulp amd 
paper. mills, shipyards—to “‘de- 
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‘gt job-creating capacities of such 
. modern, mechanized plants. As 
» the new Premier, Mr. Moores 

Es has promised to review, for ex- 

4 ample, the $155-million oil 4 

finery now under constructi 

at Come By Chance at Placen-| yi) honors.” The Premier, sens- 

tia Bay. © ; 


a 


“They may review such 


¥ 

} ects,” said Mr. Smallwood, “but 
they won’t cancel any: of them 
: 
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they are too good to cancé! 
Smallwooc 


& 


fond of. de ies and co ored 
sh irts, had passed his 70t | 
bitthday and his sixth election/>~ Owing pu 

vietory when the time for all|e—to—our—Libr ary- 
new campaign arrived last sum- 
mer. Some advisers urged mM 


not to seek re-election, but 
rather “retire gracefully wit 


broke ing he might be accused of 

i dodging his critics, dismissed 

the advice. § 
Worked in New York 


| Mr. Smallwood, who was 
_..|born Dec. 24, 1900, in the east- 
ern outport of Gambo, sought 
|greener pastures as a journalist 
jin New York City in the early 
nineteen-twenties. He became 
a reporter for The Socialist Call 
and later wrote for The New 
Leader, the Socialist party 
organ. In 1924 he campaigned 
in upstate New York for Nor- 

» {man Thomas, the Socialist 
aie candidate for president, learn- 
, ing along the way the cam- 
in paign-oratory skills that later 
* were to be described as “mes- 

meric.” ie 

é He returned to Newfoundland 


just before the Depression to 
seek social and political reform 
for the colonists. He walked the 
length of Newfoundland’s rail- 
way tracks some 500 miles or- 
ganizing the railroaders. Then 
he entered politics to work for 
'the union of Newfoundland and 
_ Canada. In 1948 he organized 
a and managed the campaign lead- 
§ ing to a referendum, His radio 
and platform addresses im- 
pressed on voters the advan- 
tages of getting Britain’s “oldest 
colony,” claimed for the Crow 
by John Cabot in 1497, out of 
the empire. The unionists won 
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